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Ely- It is that of coimeotiiig tie profligacy or the
outrages of an era with speculative difficulties in
religious belief. To the < infidelity' of the eighteenth
century Mr, Farrar ascribes the profligacy of that
century, culminating in France in the atrocities of the
Kevolution. To the atheism of the eighteenth eentjiry
the Bishop of Ely ascribes the recent outrages of the
Communists in Paris. This is a kind of reasoning
stereotyped in England, and sanctioned unfortunately
by the stately eloquence of Eobert Hall. But it is
reasoning whieh has no definite data and which admits
of diverse conclusions. The influence of Spinoza in
England i$ only imaginaiy, and^nothii^g that he taught
could have done harm to any one. Hobbes had a
great influence on speculation, but we only dream
when we suppose that an abstract philosopher has any
immediate influence on the morality of the people.
'The -profligacy of the eighteenth century in England
was inherited from the seventeenth, and then it was^
due far more to the Stuart kings and the servile clergy
than to any speculative infidelity. This has its
parallel in the history of France. The atrocities of
the French Eevolution were not due to Diderot or
D'Alembert, not even to Voltaire or Eobespierre.
They were due to the Popes and the French kings,
*who kept the Church and the people in bondage, and
they were due to the French 'bishops who sqld -the
liberties ^of the .Church and the freedom Qf reHgiop.
tthat th#y might task :in the- sunshine jof a

See on, this subject the excellent article "by Dr. Dorner, of Berlin, in the